May, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my pleasure to write this letter in support of my colleague, Mike Schmidt.  I have known Mike for eight years and for the last three of these years, we have worked closely as teaching partners in a team of four.  Mike has consistently demonstrated his dedication and commitment to education.  Because of his strengths as an educator, coach, and leader, Mike is definitely ready to take on the responsibilities associated with an administrative position.


Mike has been a true asset to our team.  His ability to communicate with Middle School Students is outstanding.  He “gets” this age group.  Whether written or verbal, he is excellent at communicating with colleagues, parents, and administration.  Mike’s direct, honest approach earns him the trust and respect of students and colleagues alike.  He has an easy-going insightful demeanor that attracts others to him. Because of his great rapport with staff and his ability to mediate and calmly diffuse difficult situations, his colleagues rely on him to help resolve conflicts or ask his advice. Mike is a true leader at Forestview Middle School.


Mike’s enthusiasm and creativity keep the students in his classes excited and engaged.  His use of technology in the classroom has proven to encourage even the most reluctant learner.  He is a tremendous organizer which has been a huge help in modifying schedules, developing students activities, organizing athletic events, and managing testing results and interventions.  He is great at managing his time and pays attention to even the smallest details so things are assured to run smoothly. Mike has served on and chaired numerous committees in the Brainerd School District.  He takes his role on these committees very seriously and makes every effort to successfully overcome any challenge placed before him. Quite simply, Mike gets the job done. These skills and more have made Mike a valuable and esteemed team member.

I consider Mike to be a valued asset to ISD 181.  As difficult at it would be to see him leave the classroom, I feel that Mike would be an outstanding candidate for any administrative position.  He has proven that he possesses the qualities that make a strong leader.  I value his input and feel that he would be an unbelievable resource for any district lucky enough to employ him.  If there is any additional information you would like to know about Mike, please feel free to contact me at (218) 454-6138.  
Sincerely,

Lois Zauhar

6th Grade Math Teacher

Forestview Middle School

Baxter, Minnesota
